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        Executive Summary 
 

 
 
 

The Hearts for Autism Gala Dinner, hosted by The Great African Foundation, was a 

successful fundraising event held on April 6, 2024, at Corridor Spring Hotel in Arusha. The 

event aimed to raise awareness about autism, foster community support, and collect funds to 

support children with autism. 

This report provides a comprehensive overview of the event, highlighting key moments, 

outcomes, and the broader impact on the community. The gala dinner demonstrated the power of 

collective action and the generosity of individuals and organizations in supporting a meaningful 

cause. 

Key Takeaways: 

• Successful fundraising efforts to support children with autism 

• Increased awareness of autism spectrum disorders and the challenges faced by affected 

individuals 

• Strong community engagement and support for the cause 

• Opportunities for networking and collaboration among attendees 

This report highlights the significance of the Hearts for Autism Gala Dinner and its contribution 

to the well-being of children with autism. 

                          



 

 

                            

  

 

 

Project/Event Description 
 

 

 

 
 

The Hearts for Autism Gala Dinner was a prestigious fundraising event organized by The 

Great African Foundation to support children with autism. The event brought together 

individuals and organizations from diverse backgrounds to celebrate the resilience and potential of 

these children and raise essential funds for their needs. 

Objectives: 

• Raise funds to support children with autism and their families. 

• Increase awareness of autism spectrum disorders and the challenges faced by affected 

individuals. 

• Foster community support and engagement for the autism cause. 

• Create a memorable and impactful experience for attendees. 

Key Themes: 

• Celebrating the resilience and potential of children with autism 

• Promoting understanding and acceptance of autism spectrum disorders 

• Inspiring action and support for the autism community 

Target Audience: 

The gala dinner targeted a diverse audience, including: 

• Individuals and families affected by autism 

• Corporate sponsors and donors 

• Community leaders and policymakers 

• Healthcare professionals 

• Members of the general public 

By reaching a wide audience, the event aimed to create a significant impact and generate 

widespread support for the autism cause. 

This page provides a detailed overview of the Hearts for Autism Gala Dinner, including its 

objectives, target audience, and key themes. 



 

 

 
 

Methodology and                

Implementation 
 

 
 

The Shop Project was implemented through the following steps: 

1. Needs Assessment: A thorough assessment was conducted to identify the specific needs 

and challenges faced by Chanua Mtoto Center. This included evaluating the financial 

situation, staffing requirements, and the potential for a retail shop. 

2. Project Planning: A detailed project plan was developed outlining the objectives, 

activities, timeline, and resource requirements. 

3. Funding Allocation: The funds allocated from the Hearts for Autism Gala Dinner were 

directed towards the establishment and operation of the shop. 

4. Shop Setup: A suitable location within or near the center was identified and prepared for 

the shop. Necessary equipment, inventory, and supplies were procured. 

5. Staff Training: Staff members from the center were trained on basic business operations, 

including inventory management, customer service, and financial record-keeping. 

6. Community Outreach: Outreach activities were conducted to promote the shop within the 

local community and attract customers. 

7. Monitoring and Evaluation: Regular monitoring and evaluation were conducted to assess 

the shop's performance, identify challenges, and make necessary adjustments. 

By effectively implementing these steps, the Shop Project ensured a successful launch and 

operation of the retail shop at Chanua Mtoto Center. 

This page outlines the key methodologies and strategies used to implement the Shop Project, 

ensuring its success and effectiveness. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Results and Outcomes 
 
 

 

 

 

 

The Hearts for Autism Gala Dinner was meticulously planned and executed to ensure a 

successful and impactful event. The following key methodologies and strategies were employed: 

1. Event Planning: 

o A dedicated planning committee was formed to oversee the event's organization and 

logistics. 

o A detailed event timeline was created, outlining key activities, responsibilities, and 

deadlines. 

o The venue, Corridor Spring Hotel, was selected based on its capacity, ambiance, and 

accessibility. 

2. Guest Invitations: Invitations were sent to potential guests, including individuals and 

organizations from various sectors. Targeted outreach efforts were conducted to ensure a 

diverse and engaged audience. 

3. Fundraising Activities: A variety of fundraising activities were planned, including silent 

auctions, raffles, and donation pledges. Items for the silent auction were solicited from local 

businesses and individuals. 

4. Program Development: A compelling program was developed, featuring inspiring 

speeches, musical performances, and interactive elements to engage guests and create a 

memorable experience. 

5. Marketing and Promotion: The event was promoted through various channels, including 

social media, email marketing, and traditional media outlets. 

6. On-Site Logistics: The day of the event, the organizing committee ensured smooth 

logistics, including registration, seating arrangements, and catering. 

7. Evaluation and Feedback: Post-event surveys were distributed to attendees to gather 

feedback on the event and identify areas for improvement. 

By effectively implementing these strategies, the Hearts for Autism Gala Dinner was a resounding 

success, achieving its objectives and making a significant impact on the autism community. 

This page outlines the key methodologies and strategies used to organize and implement the 

Hearts for Autism Gala Dinner, ensuring a successful and impactful event. 



 

 

 

 

Challenges and Lessons Learned 
 

 
 

Despite the resounding success of the Hearts for Autism Gala Dinner, several challenges were 

encountered: 

1. Limited Resources: Securing adequate funding and resources for the event can be 

challenging, especially for non-profit organizations. 

2. Community Outreach: Reaching a wider audience and encouraging participation from 

diverse individuals and organizations can be difficult. 

3. Volunteer Coordination: Coordinating volunteers and ensuring their effective 

involvement in the event can be time-consuming and resource-intensive. 

4. Post-Event Follow-Up: Maintaining momentum and ensuring that the funds raised are 

used effectively can be a challenge. 

Lessons Learned: 

• Resource Mobilization: Prioritize fundraising efforts and explore diverse funding sources 

to secure adequate financial support. 

• Community Outreach: Implement targeted outreach strategies to reach a wider audience 

and engage potential attendees. 

• Volunteer Management: Develop effective volunteer management plans to ensure their 

efficient involvement and satisfaction. 

• Follow-Up and Impact Assessment: Establish a system for tracking the impact of the 

funds raised and providing regular updates to donors and supporters. 

By addressing these challenges and incorporating the lessons learned, The Great African 

Foundation can enhance the effectiveness and sustainability of future fundraising events for the 

autism community. 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

Sustainability and Future 

Plans 
 

 

The Hearts for Autism Gala Dinner demonstrated its potential for long-term sustainability and 

impact in supporting the autism community. To ensure the continued success and relevance of 

such initiatives, The Great African Foundation will focus on the following areas: 

1. Community Partnerships: Strengthening partnerships with local organizations, schools, 

and healthcare providers can expand the reach and impact of future fundraising events. 

2. Sustainable Funding Models: Exploring sustainable funding sources, such as corporate 

sponsorships, grants, and endowment funds, can ensure the long-term financial viability of 

the events. 

3. Awareness Campaigns: Implementing ongoing awareness campaigns throughout the year 

can help maintain momentum and generate sustained support for the autism community. 

4. Impact Assessment: Conducting regular evaluations to measure the impact of the funds 

raised and the benefits provided to children with autism can demonstrate the effectiveness 

of the initiatives. 

5. Replication and Expansion: Based on the success of the Hearts for Autism Gala Dinner, 

the foundation may consider replicating the event in other regions or exploring new 

fundraising formats. 

By implementing these strategies, The Great African Foundation aims to create a sustainable 

platform for supporting children with autism and fostering a more inclusive and compassionate 

society. 

 
 



 

 

 
 

             Report Gallery 
 

                                                                                                                          
 

                      
  
 

                     
  

                    



2 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Great African Foundation | 

P.O.Box 9395 ,Arusha |AICC 

Building,Ngorongoro wing ,5th floor| 

Tel :+255621344112 |Email 

:info@tgaf.or.tz 

mailto:info@tgaf.or.tz

