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        Executive Summary 
 

 
 
 

The Kijana Africa Summit, a one-day event organized by The Great African Foundation and 

Roots and Shoots, brought together 200 young Africans for a day of learning, discussion, and 

inspiration. The summit featured engaging panel discussions on mental health and financial 

literacy, providing valuable insights and fostering networking opportunities. 

Despite facing some challenges, the summit achieved its objectives of empowering young 

Africans, promoting cultural awareness, and inspiring leadership. This report outlines the event's 

key highlights, challenges, and recommendations for future events. 

Key Takeaways: 

• The significance of African culture on youth mental health 

• The importance of financial literacy for young people 

• The potential of technology to empower youth and create economic opportunities 

• The value of leadership development and networking for young Africans 

This report provides a comprehensive overview of the Kijana Africa Summit, highlighting its 

impact and contributions to the empowerment and development of young people in Africa. 

                                 

      



 

 

 
 

 

Project/Event Description 
 

 

 

 
 

The Kijana Africa Summit was a one-day event designed to empower young Africans and 

address critical issues they face. Organized by The Great African Foundation and Roots and 

Shoots, the summit provided a platform for young people to connect, learn, and be inspired. 

Objectives: 

• Empower young Africans with knowledge and skills for personal and professional 

development. 

• Promote cultural awareness and understanding among young people. 

• Foster leadership and entrepreneurship skills among African youth. 

• Create a platform for networking and collaboration among young people from different 

backgrounds. 

• Inspire and motivate young Africans to contribute to the positive development of their 

communities. 

Key Themes: 

• Mental Health and African Culture 

• Financial Literacy and Technological Opportunities 

• Leadership Development and Entrepreneurship 

By addressing these key themes, the summit aimed to provide participants with valuable insights, 

skills, and inspiration to make a positive impact in their lives and communities. 

Target Audience: 

The summit was primarily targeted at young Africans aged 18-35, including students, 

entrepreneurs, and community leaders. However, individuals of all ages were welcome to attend. 

This report provides a detailed overview of the Kijana Africa Summit, including its objectives, 

target audience, and key themes. 



 

 

 
 

Methodology and                

Implementation 
 

 
 
 

The Kijana Africa Summit was organized and implemented using the following methodology: 

1. Planning and Coordination: A dedicated planning committee was formed to oversee the 

organization and execution of the event. The committee developed a detailed agenda, 

identified speakers, and coordinated logistics. 

2. Speaker Selection: Renowned experts in the fields of mental health, finance, technology, 

and leadership were invited to participate as speakers and panelists. 

3. Participant Recruitment: A targeted recruitment campaign was conducted to attract young 

people from various backgrounds and regions in Africa. 

4. Venue Selection: The Cultural Heritage venue was chosen based on its capacity, 

accessibility, and suitability for the event. 

5. Logistics and Arrangements: Necessary arrangements were made for event logistics, 

including catering, transportation, and technical support. 

6. Event Day Execution: On the day of the event, the organizing team ensured smooth 

coordination and execution of all activities, including the opening ceremony, panel 

discussions, and networking sessions. 

7. Documentation and Evaluation: The event was documented through photographs and 

videos. Post-event evaluations were conducted to gather feedback from participants and 

identify areas for improvement. 

By effectively implementing these methodologies, the Kijana Africa Summit ensured a 

successful and impactful event for the participants. 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Results and Outcomes 
 
 

 

 

 

 

The Kijana Africa Summit achieved several positive outcomes, including: 

1. Empowered Young Africans: The summit provided a platform for young people to 

connect, learn, and be inspired. Participants gained valuable insights, developed leadership 

skills, and gained confidence in their abilities. 

2. Promoted Cultural Awareness: The discussions on African culture and its impact on 

mental health fostered a deeper understanding and appreciation for cultural heritage among 

participants. 

3. Enhanced Financial Literacy: The panel on "Youth vs. Finance" raised awareness about 

financial literacy and provided practical tips for managing finances effectively. 

4. Inspired Leadership: The summit featured inspiring leaders who shared their experiences 

and motivated young people to pursue their goals and make a positive impact. 

5. Networking Opportunities: The event facilitated networking among participants, allowing 

them to connect with like-minded individuals and potential collaborators. 

6. Positive Feedback: Participants expressed satisfaction with the summit, highlighting the 

quality of the speakers, the engaging discussions, and the opportunity to learn and network. 

Overall, the Kijana Africa Summit was a resounding success, empowering young Africans, 

promoting cultural awareness, and inspiring future leaders. 



 

 

 

 

Challenges and Lessons Learned 
 

 

While the Kijana Africa Summit was a successful event, several challenges were encountered: 

1. Limited Resources: Securing adequate funding and resources for the event can be 

challenging, especially for non-profit organizations. 

2. Venue Capacity: The high attendance at the summit may have strained the venue's 

capacity, leading to overcrowding in some areas. 

3. Photography Challenges: The limited number of photographers may have restricted the 

documentation of individual participants and specific moments. 

4. Follow-Up Support: Providing ongoing support and follow-up to participants after the 

event can be challenging, but it is essential for ensuring long-term impact. 

Lessons Learned: 

• Capacity Planning: Implement effective capacity planning for future events to ensure 

adequate space and resources for participants. 

• Resource Mobilization: Explore diverse funding sources and partnerships to secure 

adequate financial support. 

• Documentation and Photography: Enhance photography and documentation efforts to 

capture more comprehensive coverage of the event. 

• Post-Event Follow-Up: Develop strategies for providing ongoing support and mentorship 

to participants after the event. 

By addressing these challenges and incorporating the lessons learned, The Great African 

Foundation can improve future events and ensure their long-term sustainability and impact. 

 
 

 



 

 

 

Sustainability and Future 

Plans 
 

 

 

The Kijana Africa Summit demonstrated its potential for long-term sustainability and impact in 

empowering young Africans and fostering positive change. To ensure the continued success and 

relevance of such initiatives, The Great African Foundation will focus on the following areas: 

1. Community Partnerships: Strengthening partnerships with local organizations, schools, 

and government agencies will expand the reach and impact of future summits. 

2. Sustainable Funding Models: Exploring sustainable funding sources, such as corporate 

sponsorships, grants, and fundraising events, will ensure the long-term viability of the 

summit. 

3. Capacity Building: Providing training and capacity building programs for young people 

will enhance their skills and knowledge, enabling them to become effective leaders and 

agents of change. 

4. Evaluation and Improvement: Conducting regular evaluations to assess the summit's 

effectiveness and identify areas for improvement will ensure its ongoing relevance and 

impact. 

5. Expansion and Replication: Based on the success of the Kijana Africa Summit, the 

foundation may consider expanding the initiative to other regions or organizing similar 

events with different focuses. 

By implementing these strategies, The Great African Foundation aims to create a sustainable 

platform for empowering young Africans, fostering leadership development, and promoting 

positive change on the continent. 
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